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5 Commiſſion to John Earl » 
_ Hyndford produced, and ordered to L 


8 recorded, 


. 21 Rainbutgh, 8:þ May, 1740, Sef. 1. ” 2p 


* HE Genetal Aſſembiy of this National Church | 
bs: being conveened and conſtituted, there was pro- 
2 duced- to them by the Right t Honourable Fohn 
Earl of Hyndford the King's Commiſſion, ſealed 
BE with the appointed by the Treaty of Union 
| | to be kept and uſed in Scotland, in Place of the 
Great Seal of Scotland, making and conſtituting him his Ma- 
jeſty's High Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in this Aſſembly, 
of the fame Tenor with the Commiſſion granted to his Lord- 
ſhip laſt Year ; which Commiſſion being publickly read, with - 
all due Honour and Reſpect, 9 to be recorded in 
1 * he 
| EY IE 1 
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you to Our Royal Favour. 


* Choice We have made. of him will bevery e vou, 3 
dat yon will readily give him your beſt! 
Charge of ſo great a Truſt; And fo We bid you 
8 el. Given at Our Courtat Kt. James 2 Twenty 
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The King's Mp. 'Graviour, LE 
"10 the Geveral Auen 919 PT. 


2 his Majeſty i. . Commiſſioner, 
1] + +7 J 
GEORGE R. pe 


FIGHT Reverend ct 
Wen We reflect upon the 3 and 
Sho) dutiful Behaviour of your” former lies, and 
the many Inſtances we have had of your Loyalty 

wt Affection for Our Perſon and Government; We cannôt 

doubt but you win come together with the fame good! Difpo- 


ouwell, : 


| fitions ; We therefore moſt readily countenanee t your pre- 


ſent Meeting with Our Royal en and Authority, 
and-renew-the Aſſurances We have fo often giuen 
firm Reſolution inviolably to maiptain the Church of Scotland, 


as eſtabliſhed by Law, in the full Enjoyment of i its juſt, Rights 
and Privileges. 


Thy ra gh a5 y at Heart the promotin of true Re 
on and Piety, n g of Viet at and Immortality, and 
preventing the Growth of Popery,) ſo We CRT the 


ou, on your Parts, will do every Thing that ma ibute to the 
n heb great and ood Ends 1 Npend 
upon Our Concurrence and Support: And as you muſt be ſen- 
ſible of the, great Importance of a god Agreement and Unani- 
mity among yourſelves, to the Succeſs of your Councils and 


Keſolutions, We are confident that your Debates will be con- 


ducted with that Prudence and M ion which are becom- 
ing fo Venerable an Aſſembly, and which will further ontitle 4 


ad Right Well- 


We have again appoi pointed Our Right Trufly 


5 beloved Couſin, Jobn Earl of Hynaford, to-repreſent Our Royal 
Fetſon in your Afſembly, who has given Us ſuch; Proof of his 


Abllities, and Zeal for Our Service, and of his affectionate Con- 
cern for the Church e that We aſſure Quriclyes IX 


5 


General Aſſembly, 1 740. 1 


Day of April, One thouſand e eee. in the 
Amend Vear of Our 
5 15 die. Command, 
one $130 .HQLIES NEWCASTLE. 
Directed thus: 

To the Right Reverend and 
Well beloved, the Moderator, 
Miniſters and Elders of the 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY of 
the Church of Scotland. 


am EX EE 
III. 


The General Aſſembly's Aufiver to ſhe King's 
Mit Gracious Letter. 


Edinburgh, May 10th, 1740. Se. 3. 


2 it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 
E Moſt Gracious Letter, with which Your Majeſty 
| 1 has been pleaſed to honour us, was received with all 

_ | the Reſpect.and Thankfulneſs becoming Loyal Sub- 

| jects, ſenſible of the great Happineſs they enjoy un- 
& the Government of ſo ood, juſt, and wiſe a Sovereign, 
The particular Notice Your Majefty takes of the prudent 
Conduct and dutiful Behaviour of our former Aſſemblies, and 
of their ſteady Loyalty and Affection for Your Majeſty's Per- 
ſon and Government, which were always their Duty and Inte- 
reſt, animates us to perſevere i in the ſame good Diſpoſitions. 

That Your Majeſty doth countenance this preſent Aſſembly 
with Your Royal Approbation and Authority, and - renewed 

Aſſurances of Your ein Reſolution, invielably to maintain the 

Church of Scotland, as eſtabliſhed by Law, in the full Enjoy- 
ment of its juſt Rights and Priviledges, 1s what c_— but 

give us the greateſt Satisfaction, and oblige us] to manage our 
Affairs, ſo as we may always have the — and Co - of 
Your Majeſty's good Opinion and Approbation. | 

We ſhould be very unworthy of the Character of Miniſters of 
Irsus CnRISr, if we ſhall not uſe our utmoſt 1 for 
promoting of true Religion and Piety, the ſuppr wy of Vice 
and Immorality, and the preventing the Growth POperys 
and, on our Parts, to do every Thing that may contribute to t 
attaining: of theſe great and good Ends, which Your Majeſty 
has ſo much at Heart, eſpecially ſince we are aſſured of Your 


Royal Concurrence and 2 | 
As 
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As we are fenfible of the great Importance of a. good pr 
ment and Unanimity among ourſelves, to the Succeſs of our 
Councils and Reſolutions, we are determined that, through the 
good Hand of our God upon us, all our Debates ſhall be con- 
ducted with that Prudence and Moderation which become us, 
and may further recommend ns to Your Royal Favour. 

The Continuance of Your Majeſty's Bounty, for the Refor- 
mation of the Highlands and Iſlands, we accept with all Thank. 
fulneſs, as a freſh Inſtance of Your pious Intentions to propagate 
the Knowledge of Ixsus CHRIST in thoſe Parts ; and it ſhall be 
our great Care, fo to diſpoſe of this charitable.Fund, as may beſt 
.anſwer the excellent Purpoſes for which it is deſigned. 

The Choice that Your Majeſty has again made of the Earl of 
Hyndford to tepreſent Your Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly, we. 

take to be a ſignal Mark of Your Majeſty's Goodneſs to this 
Church; his known Abilities 5 diſcharging the high Truſt re- 
poſed in him, his Fidelity to Your Majeſty, his Zeal for Your 
Service and Government, his firm Attachment to the Intereſts 
of this Church, and his prudent Conduct in the laſt Aſſembly, 
makes the Choice of him moſt agreeable to us, and lays us un- 
der the ſtrongeſt Obligations to give him our beſt Aſſiſtance in 
the Diſcharge of that great Truſt. - Sg 

That God may eminently bleſs Your Majeſty with all ſpiri- 
tual and heavenly Bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus, and long preſerve 
You for the general good of Europe, the Support of the reform- 
ed Intereſts, the Relief of diſtreſſed Proteſtants abroad, and the 
Happineſs of all Your Majeſty's Subjects, as to their religious 
and civil Concerns: That 'God may abundantly bleſs their 
Royal Highneſſes the Prince and Princeſs of Wales, and all the 
Branches of Your Royal Family ; and that the Lord of Hoſts, 
to whom we render Thanks for the Succeſs that has already 
attended Your Majeſty's Arms, may make You ſtill victorious 
over Your Enemies, till the War, in which Your Majeſty is 
now engaged, for vindicating the Honour of Your Crown, and 
redreſſing the Injuries done to Your Subjects, ſhall terminate in 
an honourable and advantageous Peace, are the conſtant and 

fervent Prayers of, | 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 
| Your Majefly's moſt faithful, moſt 
| obedient, and moſt loyal Subjects, 
Edinburgh, May 10. The Miniſters and Elders met in 
1740. the National Aſſembly of the 
Church of Scotland, 


SignedinourName, inour Preſence, 
and at our Appointment by 


GEORGE LOGAN, Mederator. 
r 
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IV. 
ACT and SENTENCE of Depot. 
tin from the Office of the Holy Mini- 
fry againft eight Mimflers, . from 


ch. 


Edinburgh, May 12th, 1740. S 4. 


— HE General Afcmbly of the Church of Scot- 
CE 5 | land, 45 to their Reſolution on Satur- 
= proceeded to the Affair relating to 
E "| Miniſters, viz. Mefirs. Ebene- 
„ Eine at Stirling. William Wilſin at 
FG IN — Perth, Alexander Moncrief at Abernethy, 
' James Fiſber at Kinclaven, Ralph Erskine at 
Dunfermline, Thomas Mair at Orwal, Thomas Nairn at A- 
botshall, and James Thomſon at Burnt! and; and having cauſ- 
ed all the eight to be called thrice publickly at the Doors of the 
Afſembly-houſe and of the New Church, and none of them 
compearing, nor any Perſon for them, the Aſſembly cauſed to 
be read the Libel drawn up by the Commiſſion of the General 
Afembly 1738, and executed againſt all the foreſaid Brethren, 
with the Paper intituled, Ad of the Aﬀociate Presbytery, Find- 
ing and Declaring, That the prefent Judicatories of th this Na- 
* tional Church are not lawful nor right conſtitute Courts of 
* CHRIST, and declining all Authority, Power and Juriſdiction, 
that the faid Judicatories may claim to themſelves over the 
* faid Presbytery, or any of the Members thereof, or over a- 
© ny that are under their Inſpection ; and particularly declining 
p rd —_— of a General Aſſembly, met at Edin- 
* burgh the 10th of May 1739,” which Paper they had deli- 
q vered in at the Bar of the laſt Aſſembly in a pretended presby- 
terial Capacity. There was alſo read the Libel drawn up and 
executed againſt Mr. James Thomſon Miniſter at Burntifand, 
by Order of the Commiſſion of the laſt Aſſembly, in Obedi- 
ence to the 4th Act of that Aſſembly. After reading of which 
Libel, with * ſaid fourth Act of laſt Aſſembly, the General 
Aflembly (in reſpect that the Relevancy and Proof of the Li- 
bel againſt all the ſaid Miniſters was judged by the laſt Aſ- 
lembly, and that — was no Doubt of the Competency of 
the Proceſs as to any of * 25 Miniſters, _ Mr. 


omſon, 


3 . AHCTS of the 


* F 

Thomſon, in reſpect of which a new Libel was ordered to hy 
raiſed and executed againſt him) after Reaſoning, proceeded u 
ate the Queſtion, Is the Libel ugainſt Mr. Thomſon relevay 
and proven, as to the material Articles, to * ar 
Not? viz. * That the ſaid Mr. "Thomſon has ed and ſe. 
ce parated from this Church, and that he, with his ſaid other 
2 Les aſſociate themſelves into: a 'Presbytery, and as fuch 
« have framed and. publiſhed, and do adhere to the pretend. 
« ed Af, Declaration and Teſtimony libelled, wherein they 
* endeavour to aſſign the Grounds of their unreaſonable and 
< irregular Conduct, and take upon them to condemn thi 
*« Church, and the Judicatories thereof for their Proceedings; 
« and to caſt many groundleſs and calumnious Reflections u- 
“ pon her and them; and that the ſaid Mr. Thomſon, with the 
other Defenders, by the Paper given in to the laſt Aſſem. 
«bly, had the uhparalelled Boldneſs to appear before the high. 
<< eſt Judicatory of this Church, to which they had vowed (. 
e bedience, and, inſtead of anſwering as Pannels and Defen- 
< ders at the Bar, pretended to appear as a ſeparate, indepen- 
« dent and conſtituted Judicatory, and to read or pronounce an 
« Act of theirs, -condemning this Church and the Judicatori 
cc thereof, upon ſeveral groundleſs Pretences, and to decline 
«© the Authority of the ſame ; and that he the ſaid Mr. Yun 
ce ſon, with the other Defenders, did, in preſence of the Af. 
<«'ſembly by their ſaid Paper, take upon them to ſpeak in mal 
< injurious, diſreſpectful and indecent Terms concerning the 
* higheſt civil Authority.” And the Vote being put, Find a 
above, or Not? And it was carried, by a very great Majority, 
Find: AND THEREFORE the General Aſſembly DID 
and hereby DO FIND the ſaid Libel againſt the faid M. 
James Thomſon relevant to infer Depoſition, and alſo proven s 
to its moſt material Articles, as above. But the Aſſembly de- 
layed further Procedure in this Affair till Thur/day next. 


| Edinburgh, May 13th, 1 740. Sefſ. 7. 


IHE General Aſſembly, purſuant to their Reſolution d 

| the 12th Inſtant, reſumed the Conſideration of the Pro- 
ceſs againſt the eight ſeceding Miniſters ;- and having cauſed 
them to be again called, and none of them compearing, nor 
any Perſon for them, the Aſſembly cauſed to be read the M. 
nute of their Proceeding in this Affair on Monday laſt, and alf 
the Act of the laſt Aſſembly of May 19th, 1739, and then pro- 
ceeded to conſider, Whether, upon the Libel found relevant 
to infer Depoſition, and proven as to its moſt material Articles, 
by the laſt General Afſembly againſt the whole Miniſters there- 
1n-named, and again found relevant and proven by this Aſſem- 
bly, in ſo far as concerns Mr, Fames Thomſen upon the new * 


«* a 44a. 
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bel executed againſt him, in purſuance of the ſaid Act of the 
laſt Aſſembly, this Aſſembly ſhould proceed to inflict the faid 
-Cenſure of Depoſition; and, after. full Reaſoning upon the Ex- 
* thereof, and Prayer to God for Direction how to judge 
in this weighty Affair, and for his Bleſſing on ſuch Deciſion as 
the Aſſembly ſhould come to, it was agreed to. put the Queſti- 
on, Depoſe, or Not? And Rolls being called; and: Notes marked, 
it carried, by a very great Majority, Depoſe: And therefore the 
General Aſſembly, in reipect of the Articles found relevant and 
proven againſt the Perſons therein and hereafter named by the 
laſt and this Aſſembly, as aforefaid, DID, and hereby DO, in 


the Name of the Lox D Jtsvs CHRIS, the ſole King and Head 


of the Church, and by Virtue of the Power and Authority 
committed by him to them, actually DEPOSE Meſſts. Ebe- 
nezer Erstine at Stirling, William Wilſon at Perth, Alexander 
Moncrief at Abernethy, Fames Fiſher at Kinclaven, Ralph Er- 
ine at Dumfermline, Thomas Mair at Orwal, Thomas Nairn 
at Abbotshall, and * Thomſon at Burntiſſand, Miniſters, 
trom the Office of the Holy Miniſtry, prohibiting and diſcharg- 
ing them, and every one of them, to exerciſe the fame, or any 
Part thereof within this Church in all Time coming : And the 
Aſſembly DID, and hereby DO, DECLARE all the Pariſhes 
of Charges of thePerſons above-named vacant, from and after the 
Day and Date of this Sentence: And Ordains Copies hereof to 
be ſent to the ſeveral Presbyteries of Stirling, Perth; Dunkeld, 
Dumfermline and Kircaldy ; and the faid reſpective Presbyteries 
are Ordered to ſend Copies hereof to the Kirk-Seffions 

of Perth and Dumfermline, and Seſſion Clerks of the other re- 
ſpective Pariſhes hereby declared vacant, to be communitated 
to the Elders. And the Aſſembly appoints that Letters be wrote 
by their Moderator to the Magiſtrates of the reſpective Burghs 
concerned, with Copies of this Sentence: And the Aſſembly 
recommends to the Presbyteries, within whoſe Bounds the Pa- 
riſhes or "Charges, now declared vacant, do ly, to be careful in 
uſing their beſt Endeavours for ſupplying the ſame during the 


Vacancy, and for promoting the ſpeedy and comfortable Settle- 
ment thereof, | 2 


1A Edinburgh, May 16th, 1740. Sefſ. 8. 


HE General Aſſembly do inſtruct and impower the Com- 

= miſſion to be appointed by them, to take in and finally de- 

cide in any Proceſs. that may come before them from any Synod 

or Pregbytery, towards the ſpeedy Settlement of any of the Pa- 

iſh Churches declared vacant by the Aſſembly's Sentence paſt 
Yeſterday. 

Cc ACT 
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ACT. diſcharging Precbyteries to conſent to 

the juppreſſmng of Pariſh Churches, 
Edinburgh, May . 17th, $1740. Se 9. 


77 N HE General Aſſembly having heard the Overture 

miuaanſmitted by the late General Aſſembly to Pres- 

4 M byteries, concerning their conſenting to 7 

: KT >» ſing of.Pariſh Churches; and finding that diverſe 

=== Presbytcries have given their Opinion that the ſame 

be paſt into an Act: The General Aſſembly do hereby Diſ- 

charge all Presbyteries within this. National Church to conſent 

to, or connive at the Annexation or ſuppreſſing of Pariſhes, 

without the Conſent or Approbation of the Synod of the. Bound, 
or the General Aſſembly. | 5 


Nl 


eee e 

COMMISSION. 1 fome Mintfters 

and Ruling. Elders, for diſcuſſing Affair. 
referr-d 10 them. 


'Edinbargh, May 19th, 1740. Sef}. 10. 


HE General Aſſembly taking to their Conſideration, 
6 T8; that there are diverſe Affairs which they cannot over- 
take, do hereby -nominate, commiffionate and ap- 
82” point the Reverend Mr. George Logan, Miniſter at 
Edinburgh, their Moderator; And from the Presbytery of Du- 
noon, Mr. Alexander: M Kay at Kilfinnan, Mr. William Camp- 
bell at Kilmoddan, Miniſters; Archibald Earl of Iſlay, and Sir 
James Campbell of Ardkinglaſs, Bart, Ruling-Elders. From the 
Presbytery of Kintyre, Mr. Jobn M*Vicar at Iſlay, Mr. John 
1 — Lean 3 Miniſters, Mr. Alexander 'M*Millan of 
unmore, RuliagzElder. :From the Pr of -Inverary, 
Mr. James Getty at Inverary, Mr. — Lonuhell there, 
Miniſters; Colin Campbell of Kilbride, Eſq; and from the 0 
of Inverary, Captain Jebn Campell, Ruling-Elders. From 
| :Presby- 
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Presbytery of Lorn, Mr. James Stevenfon at Ardchattan, Mr. 
James Campbell at Kilbranden, Miniſters ; James Campbell of 
St, Germains, Ruling Elder. From the Presbytery of Mull, 
Mr. Jobn M Lean at Kilninian, Mr. Archibald Campbell at 
Morvern, Maniſters ; Sir Duncan Campbell of Lochnell, Rulin 

Elder. From the Presbytery .of Dunkeld, Mr. John Hamil. 
ton at Kenmore, . Mr. Alexander M*Lagen at Little-Dunkeld, 


Mr. Adam Ferguſon at Muline, Mr. Thomas Man at Dunkeld, 
Miniſters : His 

of Lianoch, and Mr. Alexander Murray of Ladywell, Ruling 
Elders. From the Presbytery of Perth, Mr. James Mercer at 
Aberdalgie, Mr. Andrew Schaw at St. Madois, Mr. Fohn Mon- 
crief at Rhind, Mr. Alexander Mair at Forteviot, Miniſters; 


race James Duke of Athole, Patrick Small 


Mr. Robert Craigie of Glendoig, and Mr. Alexander Belches of 


Innermay, Ruling Elders: And from the Burgh of Perth, the 


Lord Monzie, and Patric Cree late Provoſt of Perth. From 
the Presbytery of Stirling, Mr. William Campbell at Alva, Mr. 


Jour Mackie at St. Ninians, Mr. William Bennet at Denny, 


iniſters; William Stirling of Halbertſhire; And from the 


Burgh of Stirling, Robert Banks Merchant there, Ruling El- 


ders. .From the Presbytery of Auchterarder, Mr. Alexander 
Murray at Foulis, Mr. Aneas Schaw at Comrie, Mr. William 


Moncrzef at Blackford, Miniſters; Mr. James Graham of Dam- 
fide, Ruling Elder. From the Presbytery of Dumblane, Mr. 


Michael Potter at Kippen, Mr. Finlay Ferguſſon-at Balquhidder, 


Miniſters; and Sir Fames Campbell of Aberuchle, Bart. Ruling 


Elder. From the Presbytery of Dumfermline, Mr. Robert 


Stark at Torryburn, Mr, Robert Steedman at Beith, Mr. Da- 
vid Hunter at Saline, Miniſters ; Colonel John Erskine of Car- 


nock ; From the Burgh of Dumtermline, Lord Marquis of 


Tweddale, from the Burgh of Culroſs, Mr. Alexander Boſ- 
-well younger of Affleck; and from the Burgh of Innerkeithing, 


Mr. Jahn Cunningham of Balbougie, Ruling Elders. From 


the Presbytery of Kirkcaldy, Mr. Fohn Afieck at Auchterder- 


ran, Mr. Robert Balfour at Balingric, Mr. Robert Young at Leſly, 


Miniſters ; Mr. Hugh Murray of Melgum; From the Burgh of 
Kirkcaldy, Doctor. Robert. Hay of Strowie ; and from the Burgh 


of Dyſart, Mr, George Irvine of Newton, Ruling Elders. 
From the Presbytery of Coupar, Mr. William Thomſon at Flisk, 


Mr. George Gilleſpie at Strathmiglo, Mr. George Anderſon at 


Dunbog, Mr.. Patrick Maxton at Auchtermuchty, Miniſters ; 
Alexander Earl of Leven, James M*Gill of Rankeilor; and 
from the Burgh of Coupar, Commiſſary James Leſy, Rubng 


Elders, From the Presbytery of St. Andrews, Mr. James Hadow 
Principal of the New College of St. Andrews, Mr. Thomas Tulli- 
.deph Principal of St. Leonard's College there, Mr. Fohbn Cook at 
St. Monance, Mr. Alexander Walker at Kemback, Miniſters; 
James Fernie late Dean of Guild of St. Andrews, Baillie Robert 


Wad- 


? in Kilreny; for the Burgh of St. Andrews Patrick 
m_ Eſq; Rulg "Elders; and from the Univerſity of St. 
Andrews, Mr. Archibald Campbell Profeſſor of Church-Hiſtory 
there. From the Presbytery of Meigle, Mr. Fames Ramfay 
at Bendochy, Mr. Laurence Brown at Lentrathen, Mr. John 
Robertſon at Alyth, Miniſters; and Thomas Gibſon of Muirton, 
Ruling 'Elder. From the Presbytery of F orfar, Mr. Hugh 
| Maxwel at Forfar, Mr. John Martine at Othlaw, Miniſters ; and 
John Donald/on of Invereighty, Ruling Elder. From the Pref- 
'bytery of Dundee, Mr. William Thomſon at Strathmartine, Mr. 
Thomas Randall at Inchſture, Mr. Thomas Donaldſon at Liff, Mi- 
niſters; and Baillie Fohn Fobſon of Dundee, Ruling Elder. F. rom 
the Presbytery of Aberbrothwick, Mr. Robert Trail at Panbride, 
Mr. Robert Preton at Arbirlot, Miniſters; and Baillie Tames 
Doig, Ruling Elder. From the Presbytery of Brichen, Mr, 
 $obn Couper at Montroſe, Mr. James Beatty at Marytoun, Mr. 
Robert Stephen at Craig, Miniſters; and Baillie Mairiſon of 
Montroſe, Ruling Elder. From the Presbytery of Fordoun, 
Mr. James Douglas at Arbuthnot, Mr. William Arnot at Ber- 
vie, Mt. Anthony Dow at Fettercairn, Miniſters; Mr. Burnet 
younger of Montboddo, and from the Burgh of Bervie, Mr. 
Alexander Arbuthnst of Knox, Ruling Elders. From the 
Presbytery of Aberdeen, Mr. Fobn Lumſden Profeſſor of Divi- 
.nity in the King's — of Aberdeen, Mr. James Nicol/on at 
Banchory, Mr. Alexander Shanks at Drumoak, Mr. Archibald 
Napier at Mary-Coulter, Miniſters; Mr. William Chalmers 
Provoſt of Aberdeen, Mr. William Grant His Majeſty's Solici- 
tor, Ruling Elders; from the King's College, Mr. Geor 
Chalmers Principal there, and from the Mariſhal College, M:. 
James Chalmers Profeſſor of Divinity there. From the Presbytery 
of Kincardine-Oniel, Mr. John M* Þmes at Crathy, Mr. Alex- 
ander Garden at Birſs, Mr. George Shepherd at Aboyne, Mini- 
ſters; and Sir Arthur Forbes of Craigivar, Baranet, Ruling El- 
der. From the Presbytery of Alford, Mr. William Miln at 
Kildrimy, Mr. Patrick Reid at Clate, Mr. Theodore Gorgon at 
Kinnethmont, Miniſters. From the Presbytery of Ellon, Mr. 
James Burnet at Ellon, Mr. Fohn_Roje at Logie, Miniſters; 
and the Lord Strichen, Ruling Elder. From the Presbytery 
of Gairioch, Mr. Francis Downy at Kemnay, Mr. George Gor- 
don at Bourty, Mr. James Darling at Kintore, Miniſters ; Lord 
Drumore, and from the Burgh of Kintore, Mr. James Eribine 
of Grange, Ruling Elders. From the Presbytery of Deer, Mr. 
James Leſly at St. Fergus, Mr. William Hay at Crimond, Mr. 
James Walker at Peterhead, Miniſters From the Presbytery 
of Turreff, Mr. Thomas Scot at Fivy, Mr. William Milu at In- 
verkeithny, Miniſters, Mr. David Bennerman,Probationer, Ruling 
Elder. -From the Presbytery of Fordice, Mr. Walter Mori ſon at 
Deskford, Mr. James Auderion at Boyndie, Miniſters; and Ro- 
| bert 
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zert Stewart Provoſt of Banff, and from the Burgh of Cullen, 
Mr. Charles Hopewier of Craigie-hall, Ruling Elders; From 
the Presbytery of Strathbogie, - Mr. Thomas Fairbairn at Gairt- 
ly, Mr. Patrick Gordon at Rhynie, Miniſters ; and Mr. Wil- 
liam Duff of Crombie, Ruling Elder. From the ery 
of Aberlour, Mr. Alexander Fraſer at Inveraven, Mr. Hugh 
Grant at Knockando, Miniſters; and the Lord Elchies, Ru- 
lng Elder. From the Presbytery of Abernethy, Mr. William 
Blair at Kinguiſſie, Mr. George Grant at Kirkmichael, Mini- 
ſters; and Ludovick Grant younger of Grant, Ruling Elder. 
From the Presbytery of Elgin, Mr. William Dougal at New- 
Spynie, Mr. Fohn Bowar at Duffus, Miniſters ; and Lodovick 
Dunbar of Weltfield, Ruling Elder. From the Presbytery of 
Forreſs, Mr. Fohn Squyre at Forreſs, Mr. Robert Dunbar at 
Dyke, Miniſters, and Mr. James Brodie of Whithill, Ruling 
Elder. From the Presbytery of Inverneſs, Mr. Robert Thomſon 
at Kirkhill, Mr. James Lefly at Moy, Miniſters; and Duncan 
Forbes of Culloden, Eſq; Lord Preſident of the Court of Seſſion, 
and from the Burgh of Inverneſs, Fohn Haſſacł Provoſt thereof, 
Ruling Elders. From the Presbytery of Channoury, Mr. John 
Munro at Suddy, Mr. John Robertſon at Kilurnan, Miniſters ; 
and Mr. Alexander Gordon of Ardeoch, Ruling Elder. From 
the Presbytery of Tain, Mr. Hugh Munro at Tain, Mr. Jobn 
M. Arthur at Logy-eaſter, Miniſters; and Mr. John Gordon 
younger of Innergordon, Ruling Elder. From the ery 
of Dingwall, Mr. Thomas Chiſholm at Kilmorack, Mr. James 
' Fraſer at Alneſs, Miniſters ; Mr. Albert Munro of Coull, and 
from the Burgh of Dingwall, Sir Robert Munro of Foulis, Ba- 
ronet, Ruling Elders. From the Presbytery of Abertarph, 
Mr. _ Stewart at Kilman 5 ary. rage and Alexander Fra- 
fer of Balnain, Ruling Elder. From Presbytery of Skye, 
11 Archibald M. Queen at Snizort, Mr. Daniel 21 
Braccadale, Miniſters. From the Presbytery of Gairloch, Mr. 
- Zneas Sage at Lochcaron, Mr. neas M* Aulay at - Apple- 
-crofs, Miniſters, From the Presbytery of Dornoch, Mr. Ro- 
bert Kirk at Dornoch, Mr. John Sutherland at Golſpie, Mini- 
ſters; and Andrew M Culloch Baillie and Merchant in Dornoch, 
Ruling Elder. From the Presbytery of Tong, Mr. Walter 
_ Roſs at Tong, Mr. Murdoch M' Donald at Diurneſs, Miniſters 
and George Lord Reay, Ruling Elder. From the Presbytery 
of Caithneſs, Mr. Fames Ofwald. at Dunnet, Mr. Alexander 
. Oliphant at Bowar, Miniſters ; and the Lord Murkle, Ruling 
Elder. From the Presbytery of Kirkwall, Mr. John Ballan- 
_tyne at South-Ronaldſhay, Mr. Thomas Galloway at Dearnef, 
Miniſters, and James Earl of Morton, Ruling Elder. From 
the Presbytery of Zetland, Mr. Villiam Maxwel at Dunroſs- 
.nefs, Mr. William Archibald at Unſt, Miniſters; and * 
James Craigie Merchant „ Ruling Elder. = 


* 
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of Linlithgow, Mr. James Na/mith at Dalmeny, Mr. Robert 
Dalgligſb at Linlithgow, Mr. Robert Boyd at Muiravenſide, Mr. 
Patrick Bennet at Polmount, Miniſters ; the Earl of Buchan, 
and the Lord Napier, Ruling Elders; From the Burgh of Lin- 
lithgow, the Lord Torphichen, from the Burgh of Queens- 
ferry, the Laird of Dundas. From the Presbytery of Biggar, 
Mr. Jobn Thom/on at Liberton, Mr. Andrew Richardſon at 
Brughton, Miniſters ; Mr. Jahn Dickſon younger of Kilbucho, 
Ruling Elder. From the Presbytery of Peebles, Mr. Alexander 
Coupar at Traquair, Mr. Alexander Robertfon at Eddilſton, Mr. 
Alexander Duncan at Traquair, Miniſters; Alexander William- 
Jon of Chappelhill, Ruling Elder; From the Burgh of Peebles, 
Baron Clerk. From the Pregbytery of Dalkeith, Mr. David 
Lind/ay at Cockpen, Mr. William Smith at Cranſton, | Mr. 
James Primroſe at Crichton, Miniſters, the Lord Arniſton, and 
Mr. Robert Dundas younger of Arniſton, Ruling Elders. - From 
the Presbytery of Haddington, Mr. Archibald. Lundie at Salton, 
Mr. Jobn Cuming at Humbie, Mr. Archibald Blair at Garvald, 
Miniſters ; Alexander Hamilton of Pancaitland, Eſq; and 
from the Burgh of Haddington, Mr. Charles Cockburn Advo- 
cate, Provoſt thereof, and Sir Hugh Dalrymple of Northberwick 
for the Burgh of Northberwick, Ruling | Elders. From the 
Presbytery of Dunbar, Mr. John Cluny at White-kirk, Mr. 
Fobn Lundie at Oldhamſtocks, Miniſters; Mr. Thomas Hami/- 
ton Advocate; and from the Burgh of Dunbar, Lodouick' Cant 
of Thurſton, Ruling Elders. From the Presbytery of Dunſe, Mr. 
James Lawrie at Langton, Mr. Robert Monteith at 5 
macus, Miniſters; Villiam Earl of Home, Ruling Elder. From 
the Presbytery of Chirnſide, Mr. Robert Park at Foulden, Mr. 
Robert Waugh at Hutton, Mr. James Allan at Eymouth, Mi- 


niſters; Mr. Hun ' Stewart Advocate, Ruling Elder. From 


the Presbytery of Kelſo, Mr: James Ramſay at Kelſo, Mr. 
Charles Baxter at Sprouſton, Miniſters, Mr, Charles Binning 
of Pilmore, Ruling Elder. From the Presbytery of Jedburgh, 
Mr. Joby Gilobriſi at Bedrule, Mr. Robert Bell at Crealling, 
Mr. Fames Winchefter at Jedburgh,' Minifters ; the Lord Min- 
to, Ruling Elder. From the Presbytery of Erſilton, Jr 


Bel at Gordon, Me: David Duncan at Stow; Miniſters ; 
Robert Kennedy of Greenknow ; and from the Borg of Ls of Lauder, 
the Earl of Lauderdale, Ruling Elders. From 
of Selkirk, Mr. William Bannatyne at Vara, Mr. Henry Er 
tine at Roberton, Miniſters; Mr. Andrew Ker of Kippilaw ; 
and from the Burgh of Selkirk, Gideon Schaw of Lauriſton, 
Ruling Elders. Fr rom the Presbytery of Middlebee, Mr. Ro- 
bert Malcolm at Ewes, Mr. James Garth at Graitney, Mini- 
ſters; Mr. Robert Scot of Burnhead, Ruling Elder, From the 


Presbytery of Lochmaben, Mr. Jobn Allan at Kirkmichael, Mr. 


John Irvine at Wamphry, Mr. Fohn Nimmo at ohnſton, Mi- 
niſters; Mr. William Nitrit of Ellieſland, Ruling Elder, 
From the Presbytery of Penpont, Mr. Simon Riddel at 11 
Mr. William Moodie at Glencairn, Miniſters ; Alexander Ferguſſon 
of Craigdarroch, Ruling Elder. From the Presbytery of Dum- 
fries, Mr. Rebert Wight at Dumfries, Mr. Andrew Beveridge 
at Caplaverock, Mr. John Dickie at Dunſcore, M iniſters ; 
Charles Erskine of Tinwald, Eſq; Lord Advocate, Ruliog Elder. 
From the Presbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr. Robert Donald 
at Balmaclellan, Mr. John Lamont at Kelton, Mr. Nathaniel 
M Lie at Croſmichael, Miniſters ; Sir 7 homas Gordon of Earl- 


ſton, Baronet; and from the Burgh of Kirkcudbright, Alex- 


ander Gordon of Carleton, Ruling Elders. From the Presby- 
tery of Wigton, Mr. James Maitiand at Sorbie, Mr. William 
Campbellat Kirkinder, Miniſters; Dr. Alexander Martine, Phy- 


_—_— from the Burgh of Whithorn, Baillie Hugh Hathorn, 

uling Elders. From the Presbytery of Stranrawer, 5 Mi. James 
Tedd: at Glenluce, Mr. Thomas Mutter at Leſwalt, Mini- 
Elder. From the Presbytery of Air, Mr. Jobn Hunter at 
Mr. John Steel at Cumlock, Mr. George Reid at Ochiltree, Mo 
Fobn Steel at Stair, Mr. Hugh Hamilton at Girvan, Miniſters ; 
Colonel William Dalrymple of Glenmore and Mr. Janes Bofwell 
of Affleck, RulingElders, From the Presbytery of Irvine, Mr. An- 
drew Cuming at Lines: Mr. John Adam at Kilbride, Mr. Malcolm 
Brown at Kilmarnock, Miniſters ; Hugh M Bride of Baidland, 


and from the Burgh of Irvine >JohnEarl of Glaſgow, Ruling Elders. 


From the Presbytery of Paifly, Mr. Robert Mitchel at Paiſly, 
Mr. William Pollock at Kilallan, Mr. Jobn Warner at Kilbar- 


chan, Miniſters ;' Sir John Maxwel o Pollock, Baronet, 
from the Burgh of Renfrew, Archibald Campbell of Elderſlie, 
Ruling Elders. From the Presbytery of Hamilton, 1. 
Seoe ut at Stenhouſe, Mr. James Millar at Hamilton, Mr 

Cleland at Cambuſnethai, Miniſters; Jahn Muirhead of Braidi 
holm Eſq; Ruling Elder, From the resbytery of Lanark, 
" Fobn Orr at = Mr. John Wilſon at Carſtairs, Mr. Wilkan 
Hamilton at Douglas, Miniſters; Sir James Lockhart of Curls, 
Raroger, and A i re of Lanark Ruling Þ1- 


ders, 
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ers. From the Presbytery of Glaſgow, Mt. Joh Ha- 

— at Barony Kirk, Mr. John Warden at Campſie, Mr. 
William Fleming at Kirkintulloch, Miniſters; John Orr 
of Borrowfield; From the City of Glaſgow, Archibald Hamik 
ton Merchant, Ruling Elders ; from the Univerſity of Glaſ- 
gow, Mr. Nei! Campbell Principal of the College of Glaſgow, 
from the Burgh of Ruglen, Mr. James Bogle Remembrancer 
in Exchequer, Ruling Elders. From the Presbytery of Dum. 
barton, Mr. Jobn M. Alpin at Aroquhar, Mr. George Sinclair 
at Balfron, Mr. George Buchanan at Drymen, Miniſters; Wil. 
liam Cunninghame of Ballindalloch ; and from the Burgh of 
Dumbarton, Commiſſar Smolle?, Ruling Elders ; to be Com- 
miſſioners of this General Aſſembly, to the Effects after-menti- 
oned, with Power to the ſaid Commiſſioners, or their Quorum, 
which is hereby declared to be any thirty one of the ſaids Com- 
miſſioners, whereof twenty one are always to be Miniſters, to 
meet and conveen within the Aſſembly-houſe at Edinburgh, the 
firſt free Day after the Diſſolution of this Aſſembly, at Ten 
o Clock Forenoon, and thereafter. the firſt 3 of Auguſt, 
and ſecond Wedneſdays of November and March next to come, 
and oftner, when and where they ſhall think fit and conveni- 
ent, with Power to the ſaid Commiſſioners to chooſe their own 
Moderator: And likewiſe the General Aſſembly fully im- 
power their ſaid Commiſſioners, or their Quorum above-men- 
tioned, to cognoſce and finally determine, as they ſhall fee cauſe; 
in every Matter referred, or that ſhall be referred to them, by 
any Act or Order of this Aſſembly, and to do every Thing con- 
tained in, and conform to the Inſtructions given, or to be 
urch on every Occaſion, that the Church, and preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment, thereof do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any Prejudice which 
they can prevent, as they will be anſwerable; providing always 


that this I Clauſe be not extended to particular Affairs 


or Proce 


— 


es before Synods or Presbyteries, that are not of uni- 
verſal Concern to, or Influence upon the whole Church: And 
it is hereby appointed that no private Proceſſes be determined, 
except at the four ſtated Diets; and what ſhall be determined 
at one Diet of the Commiſſion, with Relation to private Cauſes, 
ſhall be unalterable by any other Diet thereof, and ſhall ſtand 
and continue in Force till diſapproven by the General Aſſembly. 
And the General Afſembly renews the Inſtructions given by the 
Genetal Aſſembly in the Year 1717 to their Commiſſion, and 
appoints the ſame to ſtand in full Force, as Inſtructions to the 
miſſioners above-named, and to be obſerved by them in all 
Points, as if the ſame were ſpecially here inſert : And that they 
enquire into the publiſhing and ſpreading of Books and Pam- 
=_ tending towards the promoting of Opinions of whatever 
ind, inconfiſtent with our Conk of Faith, 'and that the 


Recommenders of ſuch Books and Pamphlets, or the Errors 


therein 


\ 


given by this Aſſembly ; and to advert to the Intereft of the 
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therein contained, whether by Word, Writ or Print, be called 
before. the faid Commiſſion to atrfwer for the fame. And Fer- 
thet, the ſaid Commiſion is hereby impowered to receive « 
References and Appeals that ſhall be made to them'From | 
in Matters of ine, and ripen ſuch Affairs for the General © 
Aſſembly ; Likewiſe to take Cure that the Impreſſions of che 
Holy Scriptures, the Confeffion of Faith and 'Catechifins, and 
ſuch Books as are authoriſed by this Church, relating to the 
Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government thereot be cor- 
ret, and give Directions about printing of the fame: And the 
faid Comtniſſion are impowered to keep a Correſpondence with 
the Committee for Reformation of the Highlands and Tfants; 
for ſuppreſſing Popery and Superſtition, and for promoting of 
the of true Rdigion, and carrying on à Reformation 
in theſe Parts, and give Aſſiſtance and Concurrence therein; 
and, if need be, to apply to the Government for a proper Re- 
medy and ſpeedy Redreſs. And the ſaid Commiſſion are 
tereby Rerietly prohibite$-and diſcharged to meddle in any other 
m—_ 3 and teferred td het, = 
beyementioned; wag m all ther Actings they, arg t proce 
according-tO the Acts 14 Conſtitutions 0 Choc, and to 
do no 2 oy ohe Prejudive'of the fame ; 
Declaring that in, and for all their; Aktings, N\ be. ac- 
countable to and Katy oo 155 Gerd te , as 
they ſhall ſee cauſe; and this Commiſſion is to continue and 
endure untill another Commiſſion be appointed: And Members 
are required to attend the Diets of the aid Commiſſion, and 
ſents therefrom ordered to be noticed, according to the ſes 
venteenth Act of the General Aſſembly in the Year 1706; and 
for the better ſecuring of a Quorum, and Attendance of Mem-; 
bers on the Coritfniltion, the General Aſſembly prohibits the 
Pregbytery of Edinburgh, or any other Presbytery within 12 
Miles thereof, to meet any of the Days or Weeks appointed for 
the Mecting of this. Commiſſion ; and ſuch of the Members of 
theſe Presbyteries as ate on the Commiſſion, are required all of 
them to give Attendance on the Diets thereof; and the Presby- 
teries at a greater Diſtance, who have four or more Members on 
the Commiſſion, are to take Care that at leaſt two of them at- 
tend each Diet of the ſame, And the Aſſembly recommend 
to their Commiſſion, at their firſt Meeting, to diſcuſs as ma- 
ny of the Cauſes and Queſtions relative to the Settlement of ba- 
cant Churches, which ate, or ſhall, he referred to them by the 
Aſſembly, as they Can overtake, And it is further pt 0 
That n ery or Synad of this Church ſhall declind 
to comply with pry 87 Pig of the Commiſſion, or to gi 
the fame. a tull Execution, in that Caſe the Commiſſion is here- 
by prohibited to execute. the ſame, by appointing any ſuch cor- 
reſpondent Mecuingy, 4 Hes been. the Eracbes of fi, hut tha 
i 8 allow 
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allow the ſame to ly over to the enſuing . to which 

much Presbyteries. or Synods ſhall be anſwerable for. ſuch their 
Conduct; and are hereby appointed to ſend. up with their 
Commiſſioners their Reaſons for the fame. And the Aſſembly do 
further Impower and Direct the ſaid Commiſſion, to make due 
Application to the King and Parliament for Redreſs of the 
Oticvance of Patronage, in caſe a favourable Opportunity for 
0 doing occur, during the. Subſiſtence of this Commiſſion. And 
the General Aſſembly do enjoin their Commiſſion, that in paſ- 
- ing their Sentences, and in ordering the Execution of the ſame, 
they ſtrictly obſerve the 12th Act of Aſſembly, 1736. 


. oy 47" # DYE 23th UY- IVES T8 n 
Commiſſin to ſome Miniſtert and Ruling 
- -Elders for Reformation of the Highlands 


© 


©. and. \{lands, and for managing His Ma- 
— 3 4 22 | ty that un 
e 


Ns Set 0 2 SUING, eln bus „ 58 Uh 
Funai, May agth, 1746, Sit 10. 
SS HE General, Adernbly; do hereby commiſſionate and 

TT I. appoint, the Rev. Mr. George. Logan Miniſter of the 

W Goſpel at Edinburgh, their Moderator, Meſſrs. Neil 
cCanpbel Principal of the College of Glaſgow, Jobn 
- Gowgie Profeſſor of. Divinity in the College of Edinburgh, 
Milliam Guſthart at, Edinburgh, John Matthi/on there, Robert 

Bell. at. Crealine, ohn - Lumſden Profeſſor of Divinity in the 

King's College at Aberdeen, His Majeſty's Chaplains; Net! 

M Picar at Weſt Kirk of Edinburgh, His NMrajeſty's Almoner, 
James Stevenſon at Ardchattan, Fohn M Vicar at Ilay, Æneas 

Schaw at Comrie, Robert Steedman at Beath, George Anderſon 
at Dumboig, James Hadow Principal of the New College at 
St. Andrews, Thomas Randle at Inchſture, George Chalmers Prin- 


. 


a the King's . n John M*Innes at 
rathie, James Nicolſon at,Banchory, alter Mori ſon at Desk- 
foerd, Patrick Gordon at Rhynic, William Doupal at Spynie, 
| 1 Monro at Suddie, Fobn Stuart at Kilmanivaig, Robert 
Kiri at Dornoch, Alexander Oliphant at Bowar, William Arch- 
bald at Unſt, Alexander Duncan at Traquair, Robert Monteitb 

at Long formacus, David Duncan at Stow, Andrew Beveridet 
at Carlaverock, Nathaniel M*Kie at Croſmichael, Jobn Adam 
at Kilbride, John Orr at Lanark, James Naſmith at 8 

8 * | Davi 
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David Linuſay at Cockpen, James Millar at Hamilton, Samm- 
vl Semple at Liberton, obn Thurburn at Kirknewton, James 
Valter at Canongate, James Nisbet at Edinburgh, ohm Gus 
thrie at Ratho, James Bannatyne at Edinburgh, Matthew Wood 

there, Jobn. Walker at Canongate, George Fordice at Corſtor- 
phin, William Robertſon at Edinburgh, Robert Kinloch there, 
Jobn Hepburn there, John Glen there, Thomas Pitcairn at 
Weſt Kirk, Patrick Cummine at Edinburgh, James Steven ſan 
at South Leith, Robert Wallace at Edinburgh, William Wiſhart 
Principal of the College of Edinburgh, George Lindſay at North 
Leith, George Wiſhart at Edinburgh, Robert Hamilton there, 
George Gibſon at Collington, Alexander Webſter at Edinburgh, 


Gilbert Hamilton at Cramond, James Glaſgow at. Edinburgh 


Caſtle, and James Yair at N 0 Miniſters; His Grace 
James Duke of Athol, the Honourable " re Marquis 
of Tweddale, the Right Honourable James Earl. of Mor- 
ton, David Earl of Buchan, Alexander Earl of Leven, 
Jobn Earl of Glaſgow, Archibald - Earl of llay, Fran- 
cis Lord Napier, George Lord Reay, Duncan Forbes of 
Culloden Lord Preſident of the Court of Seſſion, Charlies 
Erskene of Tinwald Eſq; bis Majefty's. Advocate, the Lord 
Drumore, the Lord Monzze, the Lord Elcbies, the Lord Ar- 
nion, Baron Clerk, William Grant Eſq; his Majeſty's Solicitor, 
James Erskine of Grange Eſq; Archibald M*Aulay Eſq; Con- 
ſervator of the Scots Privileges at Campvere, Colonel John 
Ershine of Carnock, Sir Robert Munro of Fowlis Baronet, Sir 
James Campbell of Ardkinglaſs Baronet, Sir James Campbell of 
Aberuchle Baronet, Patrick Small of Lianoch, Fohn Osburn Eſq; 
late Provoſt of Edinburgh, Alexander Gordon of Ardoch Eſq; 
Albert Munro of Coull Eſq; John Dickſon younger of Kilbu- 
cho Eſq; Thomas Dundas of Fingask, Charles Hope Merchant 
and preſent Baillie: in Edinburgh, Hugh Hathorn late Baillie 
there, George Cunninghame Surgeon preſent Deacon Conveen- 
er of the Trades in Edinburgh, Mr. James Bazllie of Harding- 
ton Writer to the Signet, George Buchan of Cumlage, Mr. il. 
liam Duff of Crombie, Mr. Thomas Rigg of Morton Advocate, 
James Nimmo Caſhier of his Majeſty's Exciſe, Mr. James Da- 
vidſon of Haltree Treaſurer to the Society in Scotland for Chri- 


ſtian Knowledge, Mr. Alexander Ni sbet of Northfield, James 


Najmith of Earlehaugh, Mr. Petrick Haldane of Bearcrofts: Ad- 
vocate, Charles Coabburn Advocate, Mr. Andrew M . Dowal Advo- 


cnte, Mr. Robert Dundaſs younger of Arniſton Advocate, Aleuan- 


der M. Millan of Dunmore, Mr. Colin Campbell, Eſq; one of the 
Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms, Names Campbell of St. 
Germains Eſq Mr. Alexr. Arbuthnot of Knox, and Nicol Spence, 
Ruling Elders; to be a Committee of this Aſſembly for Reforma- 
tion of the Highlands and {ſands of Scotland, for promoting the 
Knowledge of true Religion, ſuppreſſingof Popery enn 
is che.: Led | 


F 
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dor managing the Royal Bounty given for theſe Ends, — 
0, and in Terms of his Majeſty's Grant to this Aſſembiy, 
the fixth Act of che late Aﬀembly, and whole Acts 
mentioned, and in Acts formerly made and reterred din the 
Commiſſions granted to former Committees, any ſeven of the 
Perſons above-named are declared to be a Quorum, wheredf 
ſome to be Miniſters ; but it is hereby appointed, That at the 
. quarterly Meeting of the ſaid Committee, to be held after the 
riſing of the Commiſſion in Auguſt next, when the Scheme or 
Eſtahliſhment of Miflionaries for the Year enfuing ſhall be ap- 
proved and determined, nine Miniſters and Hve Ruling Elders 
at ſcaſt ſhall be a Quorum: And the ſaid Committee are ap- 
5 to have their Meetings at Edinburgh, in the Hall of 
the Society in Scutland for gating Chriſtian Knowiee 
che laſt Thur /day of every Month, at Three of che. Clock in 
Alternaon, and allo the firſt lawful Day after. the Adjourn- 
| ment of the four ſtated Diets of the Commiſtivh df the Genen 
Aſſembly, at Ten of the ock Foreneon, except when it-falh 
to be Friday or Saturday, and then the Meeting i is to be on the 
following next thereafter, at the ſaid'Hour, with POWet 
to the faid Committee to adjourn themſelves to ſuch Times and 
Flaces as they ſhall find 2 — and needful; and they 
are to keep à Cotreſpondence with the Commiſſion of the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, and "he Society for Chriſtian Knowledge, and 
«their Committee of Directors, and take their Advice and Afil- 
tance. And the General Aſſembly do, by theſe Preſents, no- 
minate the faid Mr. William Grant Advocate his Majeſty's 
Solicitor and Procurator for the Church, to be Receiver of 
forefaid Royal Bounty, and to pay out the ſame, as he ſhall be 
directed and ordered by the faid Committee, and according to 
their Rules: And the ſaid Committee are appointed to examine 
the Accompts of the Diſtribution of the {aid Royal Bounty, 
and lay the fame before the Lords Commiſtieners of his Majeſ- 
' ty's Treaſury, or Barons of his Majeſty's Court of Exchequer, 
and to report their Diligence to the General Aſſembly, to whom 
they are to be accountable; and 'tis agreed that no Perſon once 
employed and inſert in the Scheme- ſhall be ſtruck out thereof 
for that Year, but by the Quorum of at leaſt nine-Miniſters 
and five Ruling "Elders; and in eaſe any Complai 
made againſt any of them on the Schema, it ſhall not be deter- 


mined at the firſt ordinary Meeting that the ſame is offered, but 


ſhall iy on the Fable tillanother Meeting; and in the mean Time 
the Perfon com of, „ 


wherein he officiates, ſhall be acquainted of ſuch'a Complain. 
thaſe concerned be required to fend the faid Committee Compinee a jul 
Account of the Matter againſt the faid next Meeting itis 
further appointed, That after the yearly Scheme of — 
on the Royal Bounty is ſettled, in manner above- directed, and 
Notice thereof given by Letters to the Presbyteries concerned, ſuch 


Presby- 
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Presbyteries ſhall ſend up to the ſaid Committee their Anſwer 
to theſe Letters, at furtheſt, with their Commiſſioners to the 


General Aſſembly, if the ſame. be not got done ſooner ; and 


the Committee, at their Meeting in May, ſhall name a Sub- 


committee of their Number for preparing the next Year's Scheme, 


who ate to lay their Draught thereof before the faid Mecting 


immediately after the Commiſſion in Auguſt. 


SSDDSISDSSS SD S 
VIII. 


ACT for the Maintainance of Mr. Nico- 
demus Bieniaſzeuski Student in h 
from Lithuania. 


"Edinburgh, May ry#h,-1740. K. ro. 


fort HEREAS the General Aſſembly of the Church 
of Scotland did, by their Act dated the 22d 
bx May 1736, appoint the Synod of Lothiamand 
— Tweddalr, the Synod of Merſe and Teviot- 

= dale, and the Synod: of Fife, to pay their Sy- 
RR nodical Burſe, and the Synod of Glaſgow to 


| pay their presbyterial Burſe, towards the main- 
taining of Mr. Andrew Kurnatonsky, the late Lithuanian Bur- 
far, for the Space of four Years man 1 
tinmas, 1 — 

And whereas the Synod of Lithuania, i in Conſequence of 
the Aﬀſembly's Reſolution, dated the 23d of May 1738, did, in 
September laſt, fend hither Mr. Nicodemus 'Bieniaszeuski to ſuc- 
ceed as Burſar to the ſaid Mr, Kurnatouchy for the next four 
Years thereafter, 

And whereas it is reaſonable and equal, that the ſaid pablick 
Burden ſhould be laid upon the ſeveral Synods in their Turns: 
Therefore the General Aſſembly, conform to the Overture and 
Opinion of the Commiſſion of the late General Afſem- 
bly, dated the Fifteenth of November laſt, Did. and here- 
by Do, appoint the Synod of Glaſgow and Air, the Sy- 
nod of Dumfries, and the Synod of — to pay their 
Synodical Burſe, and the Presbytery of Air to pay their 
presbyterial Burſe, towards the maintaining the ſaid Mr. Bieni- 
azeushi the preſent Lithuanian Burſar, for the Space of four 
Years immediately ſucceeding Martinmas 1739: And they 
further appoint the Moderators of the ſaid Presbyteries for the 


current half Year to collect, each in his own Presbytery, the 


frſt Year's Proportion of the faid Burſe, and ſend in the fame 
F to 


General Aſſembly, 1740. 21 


22 The ACTS of be 


to the Generil Collector of the faid Burſary, the one Half of 


the ſaid Year's Burſe at or before the quarterly Meeting of 
the Commiſſion in Auguſt next, and the other Half thereof at 
the quarterly Meeting — the Commiſſion in November next; 
and that the Moderators of the ſaid Presbyteries for the Half 
Tear after Martinmas next, collect and ſend, in like Manner, 
the ſaid Half Vear's Burſe, at the quarterly Meeting of che 
Commiſſion in March next, or at furtheſt before the Whit/un- 

thereafter, and ſo on termly at Martinmat and Whitſunday 

early thereafter, for the Space of the above ſaid four Years. 
And the Aſſembly do inſtruct and impower theit Commiſſion to 
take ſpecial Care of the Premiſſes, and remit to the ſaid Com- 
miſſion to name a proper Perſon to be General Collector of 
the” Aid Burſaries. 


ace u Szene 


Al e the Dia of the next Gene- 
ral Aſſembly. 3 


Edinburgh, May 20th, 1740. | af a lb. 


Wt HE next General Aſſembly of this National Chorch 

. is appointed to be held in this Place, upon the ſe- 

By cond Thur/day of May next, in the Year One 
E 1 thouſand ſeven hundred and forty one, 


The Genenel Afembly was concluded with Prayer, and fnging 
of the ci. P/alm,;from the ug to the 17 Verſes, and pronouncing 
the Bleſſing. 


Collected and extracted from the Records of the General AF 
ah & 


WILLIAM GRANT di. Ecel. Seat. 
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O ERTURE of an Aft comerning the 
Licencing of Probatmoners PA the Holy 
apr a 


7 te HE Committee for Overtures — according 

* to Appointment of Saturday laſt, recontider- 
ed the Overture then read as well as on the 
Thurſday preceeding, did tranſmit the ſame a- 
gain, as amended, to this Aſſembly, which 
being read, with the Amendments, the Tenor 
whereof follows : 


* | 
Edinburgh, Monday, May 19th, 1740. Seſ. 10. 


HE General Aſſembly conſidering how much the ſeveral 
Judicatories'of this National Church are obliged to uſe the 
utmoſt Care and Caution in all their Proceedings, towards the licen- 
cing of Proba tioners and Candidates forthe Holy Miniſtry, that 
they may neither licence too many nor admit any into that Sta- 
tion, that are not ſufficiently qualified for it. 

And conſidering further, how expedient it would be, for the 
better Obſervation of former Rules and Orders relative hereto, 
that theſe ſhould be collected together from the many former 
Acts of Aſſembly, where they now ly in ſeveral ſeparate Arti- 
cles, very diſtant from one another, and much intermixed with 
other Incidents ; and that ſuch further Claufes as appear ne- 
ceflary ſhould be thereto added, and the whole enacted into 
one regular Plan, eaſy and obvious to be obſerved by all con- 
cerned, 

Therefore the General Aſſembly, after tranſmitting the Mat- 
ter as an Overture to the ſeveral Presbyteries, and their Con- 
ſent had hk and much ſerious liberation thereupen, 
fince the firſt r g thereof, which was upon the cur- 
rent ; 'They DR, a and hereby Do moſt earneftly Recommend 
and Arictly Enjoin, Ordain and Appoint theſe following Or- 
ders and L to be carefully and punctually obſerved 
by all concerned, as ſtanding Rules and binding Conſtitutions 
of this Church. 


Imprimis, That ſtrict En quiry be made into the Piety, Gra- Ad 22d Af. 
vity, Prudence, Sobriety, ge dale Diſpoſition, Orthodoxy and 1656, 


Learning of ſuch as are offered to Presbyteries, in order to paſ- 
| ing 


24 OVERTURE 


ſing their Trials, and that ſuch be kept back and rejected as 
are eſteemed tò be vain or imprudent, or proud or worldly mind- 
ed, by the. Generality of ſober intelligent Perſons who convetſe 
with them. 2 
240, When any. Student is firſt propoſed to be entered upon 
Trials before the Presbytery-where he reſides, or to be tried, 
in order to his having a Recommendation to paſs Trials in ano- 
ther Presbytery, the forefaid Propoſal ſhall ly upon the Table 
till the next ordinary Meeting of the Presbytery, before they 
give Judgment therein, and the Pres bytery are to be alone, both 
hen the ſaid Propoſal is made and judged: upon. 

Anm 3710, Whereas it is already ſtatuted, That when any Student 
12727. comes to wait upon the Profeſſion of Divinity in any Univer- 
A ꝛcch 1694. ſity, he ſhall bring along with him a Teſtimonial from the Mi- 

niſter of the Pariſh, from whence he comes; and when he 
leaves the Profeſſion, he ſhall alſo take Teſtimonials with him, 
one from the Profeſſor of Divinity, either to certify the Students 
moral and pious Carriage, or to recommend him to be entered 
| on Ttials, and another from the Miniſter of the Pariſh in 
which he refided, when he attended the Profeſſion ; and 
'q  T705. when Profeſſors recommend any Students to be entered on Trials, 
| none of theſe Students are to be received upon their Teſtimo- 
= nials, unleſs the Perfon recommended be thereby atteſted, not 
only as to his moral and pious Carriage, but alſo, as to his Pro- 
greſs.in his Studies, his promiſing Parts, and his good Affection 
to the Government of Church and State, and that the Profeſſor 
do truly judge the Perſon fit for the Service of the Church. 
Therefore the Aſſembly do hereby further Enact and Statute, 
That the Teſtimonials to be hereafter granted by Profeſſors of 
4 Divinity to their Students, be diſtinguiſhed in the fdllowing 
' Manner.; That ſuch of the ſaid Teſtimonials, as. are given on 
| | Deſign for entering of Students on probationary Trials, in or- 
der to their being licenced to preach the Goſpe), ſhall expreſly 
bear. in their. Boſom the following Direction, To all Presbyteries 
and Synods concerned, and that all the reſt of the ſaid Teſtimo- 
nials, which may be given in other Views and Occaſions, ſhall 
be directed not to Judicatories, but to others concerned. 

410, When the Presbytery, after mature Deliberation, du- 
ring the Time above- ſpecified in the ſecond Article, ſhall agree 
to take the propoſed Candidate on Trials, they are then to 
appoint two or three of their Number to take a private and pre- 
vious Trial of him, upon ſome time betwixt and the next ordi- 
nary Presbytery, .which may be moſt convenient for themſelves 
and the Candidate, fo as a competent Time be ſpent in his Ex- 
amination, particularly, enquiring what Progreſs he hath made 
in the Latin, Greek and Hebrew Languages, and in the Study 
of Philoſophy, and likewiſe trying him as to his Knowledge in 
Divinity, Theoretical and Polemical, Practical and Caſuiſtical, 

and eſpecially in the modern Controverſies; what Senſe alſo and 
| Impreſſion 
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Anent Licencing Probationers. 25 
Impreiſion he has of Religion upon his Soul, and what are his 
Sentiments upon our Confeſſion. of Faith, and upon the Wor- 
ſhip, Diſcipline and Government preſently eſtabliſhed in this 
Church ; and the faid Examinators are to draw up in Writing a 
diſtinct Report of the ſaid Examination, and lay the fame be- 
fore the Presbytery, at their firſt Meeting, after the Examina- 


tion, and the Presbytery are to give Judgment thereon, before 


either they admit the Candidate to probationary Trials before 
themſelves, or recommend him to any other Presbytery for that 


Efte&t, and. before they make any Application to the Synod for 71. 


their ſpecial Judgment in the Affair. 

570, If the Presbytery be ſatisfied with the foreſaid private 
Examination, and the Report thereof made, in the Order and 
Manner above directed, and if the Candidate, ſo examined, has 
refided in their Bounds, at leaſt Half an Year, immediately 


before the ſaid Examination, and has been following the Study 1774. 
of Divinity, and of the Languages, for ſix Years at leaſt, after, — 
paſſing his Courſe of Philoſophy at the College, and if he has A& 10th 
produced ſufficient and ſatisfying Teſtimonials from the Mini-. 


ſer of the Pariſh where he lives, and from the Profeſſor of Di- 
vinity, where he may have attended the Profeſſion for ſome 
Time, as above directed in the third Article; If the Presby- 
tery be ſatisfied as to all the foreſaid Particulars, and thereupon 
reſolve and agree to admit the Candidate to probationary Trials, 
their next Step 1s to order an Extract to be laid before the next 
Synod, of their having examined the Candidate, and of their 
being ſatisfied with his Teſtimonials, and refolved thereupon, 
either to admit him to Trials. before themſelves, or to recom- 
mend him to the. Presbytery of for that Effect, and 
referring to the Synod to give ſuch Advice, Order or Permiſ- 
fion, as they ſhall judge proper in the Affair. 

670, That none of the foreſaid Extracts and References.ſhall 
be cognoſced and finally determined at that Synod to which they 
are firſt brought, but be delayed till next ordinary Meeting of the 


Synod, that all concerned may be maturely adviſed in the Mat- 


ter, and that the Candidate be ordered to attend the ſaid Meet- 
ing of the Synod, to be examined by the Committee of the Sy- 
nod appointed for that Effect, and that the Synod appoint one 
or moe in each Presbytery, to be called the Synodical Commit- 
tee of Examinators for the Effect foreſaid, and that the Time 
of the ſaid Committee's meeting, .and of their reporting to the 
Synod, be always appointed at the firſt Diet of every Synodical 
Meeting, and marked accordingly in their Minutes, and that 
the ſaid Examinators make their Report in Writing. ü 
7mo, That ſuch Students as come from Abroad, ſhall pro- 
duce ſatisfying Teſtimonials from the Profeſſors under whom 
they ſtudied, and the Time of their being Abroad ſhall be ac- 
counted a Part of the fix Years Study above required. But.none 
G 4 0 
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of theſe Students ſhall be entered on Trials for the Space of a 
27 — whole Year after they come to Scotland; and ſuch as come 
licenced from Abroad, ſhall not be allowed to preach in Scot- 
Jand, till it appear documented, that they had been at the Stu- 
dy of Divinity for fix Years after finiſhing-their Courſe of Phi- 
loſophy, and they be alſo re-examined, and come under the 
Engagements, and fign the Formula, according to the 10th Act 
of the General Aſſembly 1717, and that it appear by their Li- 
cence, or other good Documents, that the ſaid Probationers 
have been licenſed by a regular conſtitute Presbytery. 
809, That Presbyteries Cauſe read to the Candidates about to 
Ad e he tried, the Engagements required of ſuch as are to be licenſed 
17134. by Act roth, Aſſembly 1711, and that they take a Promiſe of 
them, that they will ſubſcribe and punctually obſerve the ſame, 
in caſe they be licenſed, and that Presbyteries record the ſaid 
promiſe in their Books, and cauſe all this to be done, before 
| any Part of the publick Trials be preſcribed. 
| | quo, That the publick probationary Trials to be preſeribed 
| A& Seſſ. 23. to Students, before they be licenſed to preach as Probationers, 


e Ad. —_ m FLY Mt a 


j We Aſſ. 7 are to be theſe following, namely, The catechetical Queſtions 
| = dell. Tod aq. to be renewed in Preſence of the Presbytery, and that previouſ- 
{| 1641. Art. zd ly to all other Parts of the publick Trials; a Homily in Exgiiſb 
il — und on a Scripture-Text, an Exegefis in Latin upon a controverted 
AR 22d All. Head of Divinity, and the ſuſtaining a Theſis and Diſpute there- 
* on, an Exerciſe and Addition, a Lecture and popular Sermon, 
a Trial in Chronology ; and /a/ftly, The interpreting a Portion 

of the Old Teſtament in the Hebrew, as preſcribed by the Preſ- 

bytery, and a Portion of the New Teſtament in Greek, ad aper- 

turam libri. When the Candidates have paſt thro' all theſe 

uſual Parts of Trials, with Approbation, and given ſatisfying 

Anſwers to the Queſtions appointed by Act roth, Aſſembly 
1711, to be put to ſuch as are to be licenſed, and likewiſe ju- 

dicially ſubſcribed the Formula annexed! to the ſaid Act, and 

thereby come under the Engagements to the Doctrine, Wor- 

- ſhip, Diſcipline and Presbyterian Government of this Chureh, 
contained in the ſaid Act, Queſtions and Formula; and the 
Presbytery being well ſatisfied with his Literature, and other ne- 
ceffary Qualifications, he is thereupon to be licenſed by them 
to preach the Goſpel of CHRIST, and exerciſe his Gifts as a 
Probationer for the Holy Miniſtry. | ATE 

10-0, When any Preſbytery, who, with the Synod's Allow- 
ance, has entered, or is about to enter a Student on Trials, ſhall 
Ae receive a Letter from any Prefbytery without the Bounds of 
* 7787+ * the Synod, ſhewing their Diſſatisfaction with the Student ente- 
red, or to be entered on Trials, and giving Grounds for the * 
ſame, the ſaid Student ſhall not be licenſed, until the Matter ti 
be laid before the Synod of the Bounds, and they give their t 
Directions thereon, unleſs the above-mentioned Preſbytery, who tl 
ſhewed 
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ſhewed their Diſſatisfaction, do after ward ſignify their Conſent 
that the ſaid Trials ſhould go on. fe. 8 
Finally, For the better Obſervation of this Act, tis particu- 
larly recommended to the Profeſſors of Divinity, to communi- 
cate the Contents thereof to their Students, in a publick Meet- 
annually, at ſuch Time in the Month of January, as 
ſhall ſeem moſt convenient to them for the Effect foreſaid, and 
all Presbyteries and Synods, and their Committee of Examina- 
tors before mentioned, are peremptorily appointed to obſerve 
this Act in all its Parts; and the above to be obſerved, and to 
ſtand in Force, in Place of all other Acts of Aſſemblies or Sy- 
nods, concerning the Trial of Probationers. 
The General Aſſembly having heard the ſaid Overture, a- 
greed to tranſmit the ſame to the ſeveral Presbyteries, with 
the follow ing Form of Licence for their Opinion thereupon, 


DS. 


OVERTURE concerning the Form of a Licence to Proba- 
tioners, tranſmitted by the General Aſſembly, anno 1724, 
and again by this General Aſſembly 1740. 

1 | | 


1 Presbytery of ———— taking to Conſideration, that 

— having paſt his Courſe at the College, and 
thereaficr ſtudied Divinity for the Space of ſix Years; As alſo 
having reſided for the moſt Patt of that Time within the Bounds 
of this Presbytery ; or * ſix Months within thoſe 
Bounds, and been recommended by the Presbytery or Presbyte- 
ries o where he Yefided for the moſt Part of 
that Time as a Perſon fit to be entered on Trials; and they be- 
ing ſatisfied with the Teſtimonials given as to his Life and Con- 
verſation; As alſo having had ſufficient Teſtimonials from the 
Profeſſors of Divinity, with whom he ſtudied during the Time 
of his Attendance with them, as to his Proficiency in his Stu- 
dies, and his good Behaviour : And neighbouring Presbyteries, 
as alſo the Synod of the Bounds, having been acquainted with 
the Deſign of entering him on Trials, and their Advice obtained 
thereto, he was admitted to the uſual Trials appointed by the 
Acts of the General Aſſembly of this Church; and having paſt 
thro all the Parts thereof, the ſaid Pr&bytery did, upon the 


— — Day of —— Years, declare their Satisfacti- 
on with the faid—»———, his Literature, and other neceſſary 


Qualifications ; and thereupon the Queſtions appointed to be 
put to ſuch as are to be licenced, preſcribed by the roth 
Act of the General Aſſembly held in the Year 1711, be- 
ing put to him, he gave ſatisfying Anſwers to all the ſaid Queſ- 
tions, and then did judicially ſubſeribe the Formule annexed to 
the ſaid Act, and thereby coming under the Engagements to 
the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Presbyterian Govern- 

G 2 | ment 
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ment of this Church, contained in the ſaid Act, Queſtions and 
Formula ;. he was licenſed by the foreſaid Presbytery to preach 
the Goſpel of CHRIST, and exerciſe his Gifts as à Proba tioner for 
the Holy Miniſtry. And now being deſigned to go elſewhere, 
the faid Presbytery doth hereby allow him this Extract of his 
Licenſe. | we N. mm 

The General Aſſembly declare that ſuch Presbyteries as d 
not ſend their Opinions to the next General Aſſembly upon 
the above Overture and Form of Licence, or who do not Alk | 
therefrom, ſhall be held as approving thereof. 2 


\ 


